
 
 
28 June 2018 
 
 
To: Priests, Deacons, and Lay Ecclesial Ministers in the Diocese of London 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Re: Our Annual Mass for Victims/Survivors of Abuse and for Reparation in our Diocese 
 
Two years ago, I inaugurated an annual Mass for victims of sexual abuse and for reparation for the sins 
of abusers. For many reasons, that was a powerful “moment of prayer” across our Diocese, as we were 
united in a special way on that day. Many victims spoke about the support they received. Numerous 
parishioners noted the sense of unity with parishes across the Diocese praying at the same time. 
Parishes that had not experienced abuse directly felt a certain solidarity with those which had. In the 
midst of the Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis, we were united in asking the Lord for forgiveness 
for all the harm that had been done, and in our reparation for those sins. Since then, Pope Francis has 
directed all dioceses across the world to choose a date each year to offer Masses for this intention. We 
continue our practice, therefore, in solidarity across our Diocese and across the whole Catholic world as 
well. 
 
I chose the day for our Masses to be the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows. It seems fitting, as we pray for 
victims and reparation, that we would turn to Our Lady, Patroness of our Diocese, for such a 
commemoration. Her title as Lady of Sorrows reminds us that she accompanies us in our times of trial, 
and helps by her prayers to unite us with her Son in his Passion. The first year we offered the Masses 
was on a Thursday, which proved to be a good day of the week to accommodate many schedules. It was 
not so opportune last year, when the memorial fell on a Friday evening. Attendance was sparse in many 
places. We – I hope I speak for all across the Diocese – do not want participation to wane! This is an 
important commemoration for us, and our prayer is needed for healing, reparation, and vigilance. 
 
After discussion with the Council of Priests, I decided to set the date for the annual Mass on the Thursday 
closest to 15 September. This year, therefore, the Masses across the Diocese will be celebrated on 
Thursday, 13 September. Though it is the memorial of St. John Chrysostom, it is permitted for us to 
celebrate instead a votive Mass in honour of Our Lady of Sorrows. Therefore, I reiterate the following 
directions as in the past: 
� There is to be one Mass in every parish, parish cluster, or family of parishes on 13 September.  
� It is desirable that Mass be scheduled in the evening so that as many as possible may attend. 
� The intention of the Mass is to be “for the healing of victims and survivors of sexual abuse and their 

families, for our communities, and for the reparation of the sins of abusers”.  (There are to be no other 
intentions taken or offered for this Mass.) 

� The readings and texts for the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows will be used (liturgical materials to 
follow). 

 
Once again, I ask you to book this Mass with one intention on this date now, so that we can truly be 
united across the Diocese for this important prayer, manifesting our oneness in mind and heart, and in 
support of all victims and survivors of abuse. May our merciful God bless us! 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B. 
Bishop of London 

 


